AMERICAN CONSULATE
Milan, Italy
September 15, 1940

Dear Dad:

As said in my recent letter to Janie, your letter of August 29th arrived here September 8th;
this is certainly good enough time, and we have nothing to complain about. It is, however, sad to
think that when I was in Stuttgart we used to be able to get mail by the usual methods in about
the same amount of time - 10 days. I suppose we cannot expect too much, and it may some time
before things get back to normal again.

Many thanks for getting those pictures paid for. It annoys me to keep getting those bills
every month; now [ don't mind it so much, since the bill is settled. I am glad to hear that the
grapes are coming along nicely. They have, as you know, very good grapes in this country, and
they urge people to eat them as an aid to health. The ones the maid has been getting for me are
white grapes, very sweet and juicy. | have not seen any, however, to compare with our Concords.

[ want to confirm what I wrote to Janie recently; namely, that I shall be more than pleased
to assist financially in her extra schooling. It is quite natural that she should have to go at least
one more year in school. You must realize that in these days, things are so specialized that going
to college doesn't mean any more now, as far as getting work is concerned, than high school did
twenty years ago. A few years ago I saw it estimated that about one third of all college graduates
take graduate work afterwards. Certainly studying education is no assurance of a job. In fact, it is
my impression that the field of secondary school teaching is badly overcrowded, the fact that two
of Janie's friends got jobs to the contrary notwithstanding. Surely, if the salaries paid at Newark
High are any criterion, there is no great demand for teachers. I am sure that Sarah would agree
with me, on this point. Anyway, I hope the little girl makes a success of her undertaking;
everything we do now is a risk: think of the odds against any one person's passing: the Foreign
Service examinations, for example. And God knows what I would have done if I hadn't passed
them. I told Janie it would be up to her to work hard and justify the confidence we are putting in
her. I hope that you will encourage her, as I think part of her trouble is lack of self-confidence.
Who could feel self-confident faced with the problem of getting a job now, anyway? [ am
expecting that either you or Janie will send me some sort of a financial program for the coming
year to show just how much she will need and how she proposes to meet the expense. I am
uncertain yet whether it would be wise to send a check by air mail or not, especially since you
mention that the last letter had been opened. As Janie probably told you, the use of the
diplomatic pouch has been considerably restricted recently; however, I shall probably be able to
use it.

How is dear Sarah doing these days ? I am so sorry that she has apparently given up
writing, as her letters were an interesting supplement to yours. I am glad to hear that Melody is
going to be entered in the High School as a Junior this year, and I am most interested to know
how she likes it. I sigh with relief whenever I think that she left the Rhinelands only two days
before the bombing raids started; even though she came through safely, it certainly would have
been a load on Sarah's mind.
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It makes me feel very homesick to remember that only one year ago I was in Washington,
dying with the heat but having a wonderful time. Of course , it got progressively better all the
time, and I have missed the friendships and social contacts very much since arriving here. There is
practically nothing to do here. Of course, I enjoy reading very much, but one gets a little tired of
that after a while. The movies are not very good, and how I would enjoy hearing one in English.
Perhaps next Spring I will be able to get a short vacation and up to Switzerland. In the larger cities
they have American movies in the original language. Unfortunately, all the friends I used to have
there have been transferred elsewhere, so I would have no one to visit. There doesn't seem to be
much chance of getting a vacation before then.

Things have been very quiet at night recently. Once again the British have promised the
Swiss not to fly over Switzerland, and this time it looks as if they meant it — for the present, at
least. This makes it rather hard to get to Milan, as it is pretty well screened by Switzerland. Genoa
and Turin are more or less exposed to fliers coming from France, but they would have so far to go
to get to Milan, that the defense would be all ready for them when they arrived. No one knows,
however, how long this quiet spell will last. I imagine it must be rather nerve-wracking to be in
London or Berlin right now - especially the former.

I have some slight hopes of being able to go up to Geneva next week end. Phil Hubbard
wants to go up there to see about buying a car. He has heard that there is a Ford V8 for sale for
the payment of the garage bill, which is only $25 or $30. So he wants to look into it. I am afraid,
however, that we will not both be able to get away at the same time.

There doesn't seem to be much else to write about, and it is getting late, so I will close by
sending all my love.

As ever,
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AINERICAN CONSULATE
Milan, Italy
September 15, 1940

Dagar Dad:

As T said in my recent letter to Janie, rour letter
of Ausust 29th arrived here Sentember 8th; this is certainly
oo0d enoush time, and we have nothins to complain about. It
is, however, sad to think that when I was in Stuttszart we used
to be able to get mail by the usual methods in about the same
amount of time - 10 days. I suppose we cannot exmect too much,
and it may-be -gome %time before things get hack to normal agein,

_ Hany thanks for getiting thoge nictures »nzid for.
It annoys me to keep e tulng those bills every mon*h now I
don't mind It so mueh, since the bill is settled. I an glad
to hear that the wranes are coming along nicely. They have,
88 you-know, very cood graveg in this country, snc tner uree
neople to eat them as an aid to health. The ones the maid
has been getting for me are white grapes, very sweet and Juiey.
I have not seen/ any, however, %0 compare with our Concords.

I want to confirm what I wrote to Janie recently;
namely, that Toghall be more 4han pleased to assist finsneislly
in her extra ®ohooling. It is quite -natural)f' that she should
have to go at least one more year inschool. You must realize
that in these dayse, things are so snecialized that going to
college doean't Mean any more now, &g far as getting vork is
concerned, than | h“%ld twenty voars 840.” A few years ago I
gaw it estimated thﬂt ashout one third of all college gracuates
take graduate work aftervards. Certainly studving efucation
is ne assurance cf a Job. In fact, it is my irpression that
the field of secondary school teaching is badly overcrowded,
the fact that two of Janie's friends sot jobs Ho the coutrery
notwithstending. Surely, if the salaries naid at Tewerk High
are any criterion, there is no great demand for tesvhers.

T am pure that Sarah would azree with me on this point. Any-
way, T hone the litile girl makes a success of her ungder-
taking; everything we do now ig a rigk: think of the odds
araingt any one person's nagsinzg the Toreisn Service Fxanin-
ations, for example. And %od knows wihat I woulé have done if
I hadn't nassed them. T told Janie it vould be up to her to
work hard and iustify the oconfidence we &are nmuttings in her.
I hone that you will encourage her, as I think part o her
trouble ig lack of self-confidence. Vho could feel self-
gontfident faced »ith the n—-oblem of metting a Job now, anyway?
I am exnecting that either vou or Jaunie will send me some sort
of a financlal nrogram for the coning year to show Jjust how
mizh she will need arid hov she pronoges 1o neet Ik the expense.
I #m uncertaln vet whether it would be vwise $o Irxumfmr geund
a8 check by air mail or not, especially since you mention that
the last letter had heen opened. As Janie Drobably teold you,
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the use of the diplomatic pouch hasg been considerably restricted
recently; however, I shall nrobably be able to use it.
e ¥ L] & e

How is dear Sarah doing these days ¢ I anm 80 sorry
that she hag anvarently siven up writing, as her letters were
an interesting supnlement to yours. I &n glad to hear that
Yelody is zoing to be entsred in the High Selool as a Junior
this vear, and I am most interested to know how she likes it.
I gigh with relief whenever I think tha’t ghe left the Rhinelands
only two days before the bombing raids started; even though
ghe came throush safely, it certainly would have been & load
on Sarah's mind.

: <5 ¥t makes me ¥ed&l- very homesick to remember thst
only ong / Fear . a~o I wan in Wasghingzston, dying with the heat
but havine &/ veonflerful time,., Qf course, it got progressively
better all the time, and I hive missed the friendships and
goa ial sontaets vweéry much sin€g -a¥riving here. There is
nractiocally nothing to do here0f cogurse, I enjoy reading
very much, it one gets a little tirdd of that after a while.
The movies are not very pgood, and how I would enjoy hearing

one in mglish. Terhansg next Spring T will be able to get a
short vacation and ~o un to Switzerlsnd. In the larger cities
they have American movies in. che original language. Unfor-
tunately, #1l the Tirends I used to have there have Lecn trans-
ferred elsewhere, 8o T would hiwve no one to visit. There
dosan't seen to be mueh chance o zetting a vacation before
then.

Things have bsen very quiet at night recently. Once
aeain the British have nromised the Swiag not to fly over
. Switzerland, and this time it lookg as 3P they meant it - for
the »resent, at least. This nakes it rather hard to get to
Milan, ag it is »retiy well secreened by Switzerland. Genog
and Turin gare more or lesgs exposed o fliers coming fron
France, but they vould have so far to go to get to Milan, that
the defense would be all ready for them vhen they arrived.
No one knows however, how lonz this gquiet spell will last,
T imagine it must be rather nerve-wracking to be in London or
Berlin risht now - egnecially the former,

‘ I have sonme glight hopes of being able to go up $o
feneva next week end. Phil Hibbhard wants $o go up there to

ges about buring & car. He hag heard that there ias & Tord V8
for sale for the payment of the marage bill, vhich is only

$25 oy 930, So he wants to look into it. I am afraid, how-
ever, that we %gi not both be zhle to get swar at the 'same itine,

There doesn't seem to be mueh else to write about,
and 1t is zetting late, so I will close by sending you &ll ny,
love.
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As ever,® o



	1940-09-15 M23 WLK to LMK
	1940-09-15 M23 WLK to LMK env-r
	1940-09-15 M23 WLK to LMK p1
	1940-09-15 M23 WLK to LMK p2

